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Base data (Based on the Stats SA 2001 Census, unless indicated otherwise) 

* Percentage population aged 15 to 64 
 
Private sector performance: Key sector overview  
 
Agriculture After government services, the agricultural sector is the largest employer in the node (22%). The sector 

contributes some 7% to GDP and comprises mainly commercial agriculture. The node is characterised 
by two distinct regions – the western region which is focused on livestock, and the east which is 
dominated by crop production. Little agro-processing takes place, with raw produce usually exported to 
major agricultural markets to be processed, packaged and sold. However, the R1.3 billion PG Bison 
plant offers a promising agro-processing opportunity in the form of manufacturing furniture from timber.  

 
Tourism The broader wholesale, retail, catering and accommodation sector accounts for some 14% of GDP and 

employs 13% of the node’s working population. The node has significant tourism resources, in 
particular its scenic, mountainous landscape and Tiffendell, the only ski resort in South Africa. While 
the area offers a variety of adventure and leisure activities, including trout fishing, hiking and 4x4 trails, 
there is an overall lack of awareness of the region, and its remote location limits the number of tourists. 
A proposed “Freedom Route” combining scenic drives with places of historic interest offers potential to 
draw tourists to Ukhahlamba.  

 
Public sector performance: General observations 
 

� There are concerns about the lack of focus and coordination of various local, provincial and national interventions. 
� The IDP contains a long list of needs and objectives, without documenting whether the municipality has the 

necessary budget and capacity to act on them.  
� The IDP lacks information on the area’s LED strategy. 
 
Opportunities to facilitate economic growth 
 
Specific investment opportunities 

Tourism route with hotels, casinos, etc. Estimated cost: R60-200 million; Estimated jobs: several hundred 
Revitalisation of Aliwal Spa Estimated cost: R60 million; Estimated jobs: 100 
Upscale production of bottled water Estimated cost: R1 million; Estimated jobs: 50 

  
General actions 

� Upgrade the area’s road network and basic infrastructure.  
� Prioritise the needs of the node and create action plans to achieve objectives.  
� Involve provincial and national government in planning and development.  
� Leverage the PG Bison project, and support businesses and SMMEs along the furniture-production value chain. 

Population 341,342  Rural population 70% 
Employment rate 18,5% (average for rural nodes: 

15%; average for SA: 33%) 
Min Grade 12 education 14% of population aged 20+ 

Potential labour pool* 54% of total population Access to electricity 
GDP per capita R 4,983 (Quantec)  

43% of households (average for rural 
nodes: 43%; average for SA: 70%) 


